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Proposal

As the people of France so honored our country’s centennial with the gift of the Statue
of Liberty, a beacon of hope and inspiration to ecountless millions, so shall we return the
positive gesture on their bicentennial. For this, a project is proposed: the gift of a bridge.
But, not an ordinary bridge. Not just a simple passage between two points. This bridge
will serve as a pedestal, displaying the ideals of peace, freedom, and human rights in
mid-air for all to see. This pedestrian bridge shall be named Le Pont Paix - the Peace

Eridge.
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The Project

Simplicity and directness are the key words to describe the overall classic styling of the
bridge. The major elements have been designed to work harmoniously with the existing
architecture and the overall Parisian atmosphere, the site being across the Seine River in
Paris. Although ifs visual impact is clean and simple, like classical architecture, its pro-
portions are precise and calculated. Tts hidden geometry additionally conceals the unique
subtleties that help to transform this bridge into a work of art.

At the apex or crest of this 400 foot single span bridge is a large central fountain. As the
focal point of the overall structure, three magnificent plumes of water rocket skywards
from a large horizontal dish. Beneath the spray of this fountain are two large sculptural
figure groups. One group to exalt peace, the other freedom. The composition of these
groups symbolize the human effort so vital to achieve and maintain these ideals.

The figures of the Freedom Group, modeled in a Rodinesque style, depict man strug-
gling to it aloft the allegorical female figure of Freedom, holding her flame which
alights the skv for all to see. Similarly, the fizure of Peace is held aloft by the efforts of
men who believe and support her in the other group.

Le Pont Fair - The Peace Bridge | G
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Together, the Freedom and Peace Groups and the central fountain rest upon a large
base surrounded by a pool of water. Arcund this base in the direct line of sight of the
viewer are six to eight large relief sculptures.: These are modeled in a more stylistic
manner that depict the basic rights of man., This is & symbolic asscciation - without
basic human rights, Peace and Freedom cannot truly exist. As one circles the fountain,
one cannot help but feel the heartfelt message and the importance of the symbols in the
composition. Standing atop the bridge, one senses the feeling of heightened ideals, as it
truly becomes a pedestal in mid-air, lifting the composition above earthly bondage.
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To cither side of the central fountain there are two smaller fountains. They are sized pro-
portionally to the main founiain to harmoniously unite the span. As an additional
unigueness to this design, Lthe approaches to the central fountain from the embankments
are forked. This V shape creates an overall fighter and more airy lec] Lo the structure.
Viewed [rom Lhe Lelt Bank, the approach legs of the fork converge at the smaller foun-
tain. Water flows from the fountain down towards the embankment along these
approaches of the fork via troughs. As the waler colleets in a shallow pool on the
embankment, it reverses dircction and gently cascades over the embankment wall to a
seulpture group below,
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Viewed from atop the bridge or from below the lower embankment, this lower seulpture
group is more somber in its celebration. Dedicated to the patriots who gave their lives to
win freedom and independence 200 years ago, this sculpture composition sits into the
embankment wall. The water from above cascades down the wall over stylized wave
crests. The crests guide the water around and over the sculpture. A wounded, dying
patriot les at the feet of an allegorical angel of death. Her raised arm shields the patriot
from the falling water, creating a central dry focus on the group. The rock formation
that he lies on projects up from the guiet pool of water created from the falling water
from above. :
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The opposive side of the bridge. toward the Right Bank, is sypimetrical 1o the Left bank
side. The difference is that the seulpture group below the bridge on the Right Bank is
dedicated to Lhe memory of those who have fought and died to maintain democracy dur-
ing the past 200 yvears,
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To complete the visual impact of the bridge composition, the embankment walls on both
sides of the Seine River shall be re-designed and renovated. The design element of the
arch is repeated along the embankment. wall, in a span proportional to the bridge span.
The arches also virtually tie in with the arched Musee d'Orsay architecture and the
bridges to either side of Le Pont Paix, the Pont de la Concorde and the Pont
Royal. In this area, the viewer experiences a visual unity surrounding the central foun-
tain of the bridge. At the top and along the length of the embankment walls are shallow
water troughs, that again serve to unify the area with the bridge. To complete the
unification of the design, small fountain sprays grouped in clusters of three rise from the -
embankment wall pools above each base section of the arches below (where arch contour
meets the horizontal plane).

The overall color scheme is an off white, to blend in with the surrounding architecture.
Along the top length of the embankment walls, facing the Seine, are Lwo incised lines of
blue and red. These lines carry onto and over the bridge along ils oulside wall.

Le Mont Paix - The Peace Bridge 1983
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The bridge is expected to be of reinforeed concrete, as are the embankment walls. If a
suitable surface cannot be achieved with the concrete, some form of durable facing Is to
be placed over the surface, of stone-type quality. The textures involved will help add
shadow accents where desired, but not detract from the overall clean, direct design.
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Liocation

The bridge has been specifically designed so as to span the Seine River in Paris, France,
at the location of the old Pont Solferino, destroved in the 1950's. This key site has
several important advantages and features. It is centrally located in the heart of Paris.

SITE LOCATION: Parig, France
1988 currert site status

I Place de Ja Concorde 5. Musee du Louyre 9: Muser 4" Orsay 1% Pant du Carrousel
2 Jardin des Tuileries G: Musee Jeu de Paume I Pont de la Goncarde  14: Pont des Arls

3 Place du Carrousel T: Musee de I"Drangerie 11: Pont Solferina

4: La Pyremide B Musee de Legion d"Honneur 12: Pont Reyal

The site is bordered on the Right Bank by an extant entrance (now coneealed by fencing)
1o the magnificent Jardin des Tuileries with its tree lined passages, pools, and gardens.
At the west end of the Tuileries lies Lhe art collection of Musee de I'Orangerie, just
reopened alter extensive renovations. At the opposite end to the east lies the Musee du
Louvre, housing one of the greatest art collections now assembled. The Grond Louwre
FProject is scheduled for completion in 1988,

Le Pont Parx - The Peace Bridge Fass

Copyright 2006 Culbertson



On the Left Bank, the bridge is bordered by the Musee d’Orsay. The old train station,
(GGare d’Orsay, renovated at a great expense, was reopened this past year as the new
museum of 19th eentury art. It is quickly becoming one of Paris’® greatest attractions,
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At present, both banks of the Seine are lined with heavy vehicular traffic. To pass safely
across these roadwavs can be difficult at times. As part of this project, the new embank-
ment walls have been designed so as to remove the vehicle traflic below ground. This
creates new pedestrian plazas along each bank so that the public will be able to casily
and salely traverse frop the new Musee d'Orsay to the new Musee du Louvre, to the
new Musee de 'Orangerie at the Place de la Concorde. The bridge is not only a
keyv link 1o these sites, but in ilsell creates a pew altraction point in Paris. The pedes-
trian plazas along the Seine afford ample area for public gathering, temporary exhibitions
and fairs. Additienally, below the underground i(.-d..d‘.ﬂ“},} an Lh-:. Left Bank, is an arca
designated Jor a much needed parking facility of 500-600 spaces thal has aceess 1o Lhe
Musee d'Orsay and the RER-Metro station located there.

In summary, this project serves nol only as an inspiralion to human ideals, but is func-
vional as well, helping to: harmonize the present architectural differences of the embank-
ments; Lo resolve the pedestrian and vehiele conllicts that now exist; and to provide casy,
safe, and visually satisfyving access hetween the presently isolated museums and gardens.
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Budgetary Propdsal

Construction Costs

Based on $100 per square foot, a conservative estimate for a single span pedestrian

bridge.

Construction Cost Estimate

Bridge Proper $5,000,000
Sculpture

Feace 150,000
Freedom 150,000
Human Righus Reliefs (8) 480,000
Monument to Patriots 120,000
Monument to Defenders 120.000
Fountains

Fixtures, Pumps, ele. 300,000
Operating Costs

Administration. ete. 180,000

TOTAL

$ 7.5 Million US

Not included: renovalion of roadway, parking gurage, embankments.

Le Pont Fair- The Peace Bridge
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Proposed Timetable

1989

e Official announcernent, of project

¢ Formation of Le Pont de la Palx Foundation

¢ Organize project and carry out fundraising

® Presentation of Monument of the Patriots for July 14
celebration

® Bridee design, engineering, and site preparation

1880

s Continued fundraising

e Begin bridge construetion

¢ Presentation of Monument of Delenders for July 14
celebration

1891

o Continued Tundraising

e Continued construction

e Installation of monuments {Patriol and Defender)

¢ Presentation of Human Rights Releifl for July 14
celebration

1992

e Compietion of fundraising

e Completion of construction

¢ [nstallation of all fountains and sculplure
e July 14 dedication

Le Pont de la Paix 1938
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23 WaRREMN AVEMUE, NoRTH SMITHFIELD, Rl oasos USA 40-T66-6256

Avgust 30, 1988

Ms. Anne Walton

Program Director

American Committes on the French Revoluticn
1511 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

Enclosed is a project propesal that T hope you will find
Lo be worthy of the ACFR's support. As the proposal
suggests, this is a uwnigue opportunity in time, one that
should not pass unfulfilled, I feel that this preposal
fills the need with a monument that could serve as an
inspiration for generations o come.

While this project would be & great undertaking both
financially and physically, the burdens would be far
outweighed by the global benefits of its completion,

The photograpns enclosed are of large pregseniation beards
I have prepared. If I can anawer any aquestions you might
have, please do not hesitate calling upen me.

Thank you for your times and consideration,

Sincerely,

i

et: Leith Sysmington, French Embassy

Le Pont de la Paix
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American Committee on the French Revolution
A nonprofit corpeaelion

M, [MMAHUEL gt MALGERD
Ambeapeder of Foacn
Honorony

CHARLES p-C. MATMEAL. JE, (Raumen
ARTHUL A HARIRAR, Secratarr
LRGN ALY b WvE RN, Treaverss

EOBLET M, ADAMS

LEQRIDEE AWRENIIEG . i

WALTLE H, AMNENSERD Rugust 31, 1998 .
AL APCARTALE

EiTs pa, jaxit

SFEGE BELLAMGEL

MiCHIL TR O - Mr. William C. Culbertson

FEEELE R L e e b 2

THOWAAS BIswEr A2 Warren Avenus

A i b e Morth Smithfield, Rhode Island 02883

[warsteinind ERCLE

wakifr [ BUBEGEE

e Dear Mr.Culbeztszon:
CMITIAN CHAPMAN

LYmindE CMEINEY

AHE COTCELMITES Thank you £or your recently received
RERRLHL b/, Bk agplication. I am delighted to liarn that yaou
e wish the project Le Pont Faix te form part of

GEDTGES de MIMIL

GLEALD 2ER the official United States Celebration of the
T A J
i baks French Bicentannial.

£k FORSILE
B 28 the sole body authorized by France's
M';;_G;m"-f- Bicentennial commission to approve official

EIGD s programs in the United States and to grant the
non-commercial rights to the use =f the

bicentennial loge, the hmerican Committee on

G

THESEOE 3. HEEBILEH the French Rewvaluticn (ACFR) is now zeceliving
SEEERLI G Rt applications for official project dezignation
Té:’.fﬂ_f.h‘.:??“ in America only As your project is to taks

;;'L‘,*E:ﬁ";ff’;;f’l‘;“ place on a French site, I would suggest that

you apply to the French Bicentennial Mission
LarD " 5
e siEAr at the following addreszs:
rIAYLGR SIZE
D&V A ML n
T AEWILTD Mission du Sicentenalire
ALl okl de la Revolution
EAYRD FICAED ]
JEESL B Francaliss at
e ge la Declaration des
Bawd FOSLLIELLER Droits de
LoERD " :
:?r!\-:!'.lu.ou‘:,-ﬂ 1'Homme et du Citoyen
JEILS L ALK 7. avenue rraaco-Russe
ngmald WC-IFiER ¢ .-' ~
JEam P RiEiEE ?50':'? FaIlB,
CATHEENE Ll SO B

on behalf of France's Mission forxr the
Bicearennial of the French Rewolution and the

“CHGLAS A Declaration of the Rights of Man and the
AR b Citizen, and the members of the American

Mawrd ETOLNG

Erifm SRLansd foptan on Dirpenas
AR W0, Feagrem Dorpcizs

‘5”KS"'—":'b'E-‘gﬁﬂ‘a':"“F'“‘f Committes on the Prench Revolutien, I thank
Warfanaton. Uik 2 ou for vour interest in owr 1989 program.
Telephone: [207) 7831909 ¥ ¥ prog

For. (707] 347-4819 ;
Should yow have any guestions, please
call me at (202) TE3-1189.

Sincerely

ne Walton

Lo Pont de la Paix Program Director

Copyright 20086 Culbeartsen
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Pl drow m el M
e Snle ‘idmttﬂ 5tﬂt£ﬁ Semate
: wu:wnm T LT, COMMITTEE QM FOREIGH RELATIGNS
e WankingTon, 06 208308228

Coctober 5, 1988

Mr. Jean-Ho2l Jeanneney

Pregident

Migpion du Bicentenaire de la
Revolutioen Frangaise et de la
Declazation des Droits de ] 'Hoanme
gt du Clitoyen

7. avenus Franco-Russe

T5007 Paris,

France

Dezr Mr. Jeannepey:

I am writing to introduce ao artist fzom oy bome state of
Ehode Island, Mr. William €. Cullhertson.

My, Culhertson has assembled a proposal for a project in
celebration of the bicentennial ¢f the Fresach Revolurtion. “This
proposed project 18 a bridge which would serve as a pedestal
displaying the 1deales of peace, freedom and hvman rights. Just
a3 Frapce omce gave the United States the Statue of Liberty in
celebration of our revolutien, this bridge wonld bhe a
celebration of the highest walues of the French Revelution,

I expect that Mr, Cuibertson will be submitting his
propesal to wou shortly and I reguest that 1t receive all dus
congideration,

In closing, I would like Eo wish wou all the best Ip youg
preparations for the hicentennial ceiebration.

With every good wish.
BEver gilocerely. ‘{""'_.?
; A oy
f D0
Claikorne deborda Pell
cc.: The Heporable Charles Med, Mathias

Mz, Elie Schulman
Mr. William €, Culbertson

Le Pont de la Pailx 1958
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Warren E. Banper

Chaintan
Feederick K, Birbel
Lindy Bogge
Rrbrr? Srowenall
Lynne V. Cheney
Fhilip 84, Crang
Demnic DwiConciel
Willam | Green
Edwsrd Victor Hill
Cormelia O, Eenasdy
Edword M. Kmnedy

Harry Mekialey Lightey. Jr,

Wilitam Lo

ﬁd‘rl:r Sewtherd Muq?hr
Thoress Ho O'Conare
Phyliic Sehinly
Bermard H. Sugan
Ted Sirmera

Obert T Tanner
Stear Thurmard
Reonald K, Waler
Charler E. ¥¥ipgime
Charles Alam Wright

Mark W, Cannan
Sreff Duractor

L& Pont de la Paix
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Lommission lsm the Bicentennial of
Ghe Hnited States Lonstitution

808 17th Street, MW, « Washington, ID.C, 20004
20:/USA-17E7

QOctober 17, 1988

William C. Culbertscn

32 Warren Avenue

MHoerth smithfield, RI 02885
Degar Mr. Culbertacn:

Chief Justice Burger has read with interest your
proposed project for The Peace BEridge in Paris, The
Chief Justice is out of the city, and he asked that I
reply to your letter of September 2§, 1988 to avoid any

delay in submitting your project to the French
avthorities.

While the project is grand in seale, it is
certainly well conceived and would be a permanent
reminder of the values we have in common with France.

The Commission on the Bicentennial of the U.S.
Censtitution has a mandate to commemorate our
Constitution and to encourage projects that enlighten
the America public about the history and values
inherent in ocur system of government. Although we
copperate with foreign organizations that wish to honor
our Bicentennial, our role with them iz limited to
expressions of encouragement &f proijects thakt have
educational and informational walue.

The Peace Bridge would be an enduring
contribution to the French Birentennial and ane thart
would honeor the wvalues of human dignity that we share.

Sincerely,

?uﬁf_a. M

Ropald L. Trowbridge
Staff Director, Acting

1988
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e New York le 12 Octobre 1388
Monsieur,

Votre courrier du 28 septembre, ainsi que les

documents gui 1'accompagnent, ont retenu toute mon attention.

Je ne doute pas gue votre projet de pont de la paix,
criginal et ambitieuwx, intéressera les autsrités de mon pays
chargées de préparer et de cocrdonner les cérémonies Gu

bicentenaire de la Révolution frangaisc.

Je leur transmets donc vokre propositicn et vous
suggére d'entrer en contact avec les services culturels de
notre Ambassade aux Etats~Unis - 972 Fith hvenue Hew York,
M.Y. 10021 = gui vous donneront toutes informations sur la

suite gui aura pu lui étre réserviée.

Je vous prie, Monsieur, dlagréer l'eoxpression de
ma parfaite considération.

- i
Vi1 Eper——"
Fierre=Louis BLANC

lonsicur William C. CULBERTSON
i? Warren Avenue, Morth Smithfield
1T (2895 UsSA

Le Pont de la Paix 1988
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oW/ : 872 FIFTH AVEMUE
MEW YORK, 1.¥, 10021

SERVICES 212) 439.140
DU GOMNSEILLER tﬂi;é;ﬁﬂ =
CLULTUREL . el
TELECOPIEUA: (212) 438-1455
o T84 AR December 5, 1958

Dear 3ir;

Your letter of September 28, along with the file which was
ineluded, have been forwarded to me by Mr. Pierre-Louis BLANG,
the Ambassador, Permanent Representative of France to the United-
Hations.

Your project of the Pont de ls FPalx seems very interesting
to me and I can only recommand you To present it to the persons
in charge at the MNission for the Bicentennial of the Freach
Revolution in Paris.

Indeed, thig institution is solely responsible for making
decisiens about the nrojects to take place in France.

I wish you good luck and remain,

Sincerely you}*

Marie- Charlo e Bt:/:utf ol
Cultural ﬁtqac &

Mr., William C. CULBERTSON
32 Warren Avenue
NORTH SMITHFIELD, RI 02895
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ASSOCIATION FRANCE- AMERIQUE

INSTITUT DEZ ETUDES AMERICAINES - MAISON DES MNATIONS AMERICAINES

B AVENUE FRANKLIN ROOSIVELY ; TELEPHQNE -
PARIS MITL

LE PRESIDENT

Monsieur William C. CULBERTSON
32 Warren Avenue

Morth Smithfield

RI 02825 USA

Paris, le 5 décembre 1988

Monsieur,

Je vous remercie de m'aveoir informe de votre prolet de Pont de
la Paix gui pourrait é&tre une contribution majeure aux échanges
prévus entre nos deux pays &4 l'occasion du Bicentenaire de la
Révolution Frangaise.

Le groupe symbolisant la paix gue vous situez dans la grande
tradition de Rodin, donnerait 3 cet ensemble architectural une
signification particuligéremsnt forte et originale.

I1 est a souhaiter gue vetre ambitieux projet soit pris :n

considération par les autorités frangaises chargées de coordonner
les cérémonies du Bicentenaire,

Je vous prie, Monsieur, d'agréer 1'expression de ma considération
trés distinguée.

—-:.w-"{]‘éan Béllard

——

i
hmbassadéﬁf, Président de France-amérique

._\“
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United States
information
Service

Embassy of the United States of America : M‘hﬂ‘y

2 rue Sainl-Flarenlin
75042 Parig Cedex 01

Tél - 42.96 1202 Usis

42.61.80.75

October 11, 1988

Mr. William C. Culbertson
32, Wattern Avenue
Morth Smithfield, BRI 02895

Dear Mr. Culbertson:

On behalf of Ambassador Rodgers, I am responding Lo vour
letter of September 28, concerning The Peace Bridge project.

While we congratulate vou on this visionary undertaking, the
decision to move forward with the project will rest entirely with
the Prench Government.

3

You should address your proposal to

La Mission du Bicentenaire de la Révolution
Frangaise et de la Declaration des Droits de
1'Homme at du Citaoyen

7, avenue Franco Russe

75007 Paris

FRANCE

With best wishes for success in vour project,

Sincerely,

- 4
( E}'& ‘_{’ \-—(f.ﬂ—-

Christopher M. Henze

Attaché Culture]
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PRESIDENCE
DE LA
REFUBLIQUE Paris, le 17 Janvier 1989

Lo Charge de Mission

Monsieur,

Le Président e la République 2 bien regu votre courrier
concernant la proposition gue vous faites & la France & 1'ocezsion
de la commémoration ¢4 Bicentensire de la Révolution francaise.

le Chef de 1'Et=t m'a chargée de wvous remercier de voire
initiative dont il & oris connazissance avec intérdt.

Je transmets votre courrier au Directeur de Czbinet du
Minietre da ln Culturz, de la Cowpunication, des Crands Travaud
et du Bicentenzire aqui a compétence pour traiter du patrimeine
de lz Frence.

Je vous pris d'agréer, Monsieur, l'expression dg mes
gentiments les meilleurs.

Fran¢ofijse FUGIER

Monsieur William C. CULBEZRTEON
32 Warren pvenue

MNORTH SMITHFIELD, RI 0289%
(V.5 A8.)



